SOUTHGATE INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH, SOCIETY AND EQUITY

A national centre for research into the social determinants of health & wellbeing

Health Statistics as a Social Determinant of Health

Tuesday 14 July 2009, 8:45am to 12:30pm
Breakout Rooms (1.23,1.27 & 1.28), Health ScierBafling, Flinders University

Health information is a good thing, right? Likewisgatistical information on health?

“If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it.”
(attributed to Drucker, Deming and many others ene@alileo.)

It is common to see statistical information usedistussions about social determinants of health.
For example, the final report of the WHO CommissionSocial Determinants of Health relies
heavily on a wide range of health statistics iruarg its case. But is it legitimate to see health
statistics as a social determinant of health?:If so

How do health statistics influence health?

What makes statistical information effective orffaetive as a social determinant of health?
What determines the existence, availability andityuaf health statistics?

What can public health researchers and practittoderto make statistical information more
effective as a determinant of health?

This forum will provide an opportunity to engagdiwa prominent panel in a lively exploration of
these and related questions.

Who should come?
Anyone with an interest in the topic. There is eed for specialised knowledge or expertise in
health statistics or social determinants of health.

Panel
Dr Kavi Bhalla,* Initiative for Global Health, Haard University
Professor Theo Vos, Director, Centre for BurdeDiskease and Cost-Effectiveness,
University of Queensland
Professor Fran Baum, Director, Southgate Instittéiealth Society and Equity, Flinders
University
Associate Professor James Harrison, Director, Rels€zentre for Injury Studies, Flinders
University

* Dr Bhalla has been enabled to spend July in Alisirlargely at Flinders University, by the awaifda 2009
Australia-Harvard Fellowship by the Harvard Clubfafstralia Foundation. The award supports academic
exchange between Harvard University in the UnitiedeS and Australian research organisations.

A Light lunch will be served. Places Limited.

Please RSVP by the Friday 10 of July 2009 through email:
simeon.sharo@flinders.edu.au



