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Globalisation and Social Theory:
Rights, Cosmopolitanism, and the Public Sphere

Through a series of lectures, seminars and workshops conducted by Bryan Turner 
the masterclass will explore the major weaknesses of contemporary theories of 
globalization and some of the major social and political issues that contront con-
temporary societies. These will include religious fundamentalism, migration, multi-
culturalism, citizenship, youth cultures, low intensity conflicts and human rights. 
The lectures will draw upon Turner’s recent experiences of conducting and super-
vising research in Asia, specifically Southeast Asia, and attempt to consider 
Australia’s place in these regional and global developments. The lectures will have 
a significant emphasis on questions of human rights, citizenship and social order. 
Students will be encouraged to participate by writing short responses to lectures 
through workshops on some key texts in recent sociology.
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