
 

 
 
 

 
The Southgate Institute for Health, Society and Equity and 

  SA Health proudly presents: 
 

The Spirit Level in action  
Lecture by Emeritus Professor Richard Wilkinson 

& 
Panel Discussion 

Implications for South Australian Strategic Plan 
12.30-2.30pm, 28th August 2009 

Hetzel Lecture Theatre, Institute Building, State Library of South Australia  
 

Chair: Professor Fran Baum 
Director, Southgate Institute for Health, Society and Equity, Flinders University 

 
Panelists 

·  Dr Kevin Buckett, Director, Public Health, SA Health  
·  Mr John Glover, Director, Public Health Information Development Unit, The University 

of Adelaide 
·  Ms Karen Grogan, Executive Director, SA Council Of Social Service   
·  Mr Bill Cossey, Chair, South Australia's Strategic Plan Audit Committee 
 

 
Over more than 30 years Richard Wilkinson has played a formative role in research 
and public awareness of health inequalities and the social determinants of health. He 
is now Emeritus Professor of Social Epidemiology at the University of Nottingham 
and honorary professor at University College London and at the University of York. 
His single authored books include Poverty and Progress: an ecological model of 
economic development (1973), Unhealthy Societies (1996), Mind the Gap (2000), The 
Impact of Inequality: how to make sick societies healthier (Routledge 2005). His most 
recent book, written with Kate Pickett, is: The Spirit Level: why more equal societies 
almost always do better.  Published earlier this year by Penguin, it has received very 
widespread attention and praise. It sets out the evidence and explains why bigger 
income differences have such devastating effects on the social fabric of societies.  
The book shows that great inequality makes societies socially dysfunctional, reducing 

health and increasing social problems – not just among the poor – but throughout society . Richard is one of the 
founders of The Equality Trust, set up with support from the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust, to increase public 
understanding of the damaging effects on societies of large inequalities in income and wealth.  Some of the slides 
he uses can be found on the Equality Trust’s web site at: www.equalitytrust.org.uk   Very wide income 
differences have a devastating effect on the social fabric of societies, A fuller but straight forward account of the 
many health and social effects of wider income differences can be found in The Spirit Level. 
 

 

 

Please RSVP by the 21st of August 2009 through email: 
patricia.lamb@flinders.edu.au  

 


