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Over more than 30 years Richard Wilkinson has mlaydormative role in research
and public awareness of health inequalities andstlogal determinants of health. He
is now Emeritus Professor of Social Epidemiologythest University of Nottingham
and honorary professor at University College Londad at the University of York.
His single authored books includ®verty and Progress: an ecological model of
economic developme(®973),Unhealthy Societiefl996),Mind the Gap(2000),The
Impact of Inequality: how to make sick societiesltiger (Routledge 2005). His most
recent book, written with Kate Pickett, iBhe Spirit Level: why more equal societies
almost always do betterPublished earlier this year by Penguin, it hagsired very
widespread attention and praise. It sets out théeage and explains why bigger
income differences have such devastating effectshensocial fabric of societies.
The book shows that great inequality makes sosisteially dysfunctional, reducing
health and increasing social problems — not jusiragrthe poor — but throughout society . Richardns of the
founders of The Equality Trust, set up with suppann the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust, tociase public
understanding of the damaging effects on sociefiégrge inequalities in income and wealth. Sorhthe slides
he uses can be found on the Equality Trust's wéb ai: www.equalitytrust.org.uk Very wide income
differences have a devastating effect on the séalalc of societies, A fuller but straight forwaagcount of the
many health and social effects of wider incomeedédhces can be foundTine Spirit Level.
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